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CEREMONY TO BLESS BUILDING SITE 
MISSOULA-
A tribal ceremony to bless and heal the site of the future Native American Center building 
at The University of Montana will take place at 7:15 a.m. Friday, Oct. 13, on the Oval just south 
of the grizzly bear statue.
Spiritual leaders from each of Montana’s 12 tribes will conduct the ceremony to 
consecrate the site of the new building, followed by a ceremony to bless and raise a lodge 
(teepee) used by the UM Indian students.
Following the ceremony, UM President George Dennison and Salish Kootenai College 
President Joe McDonald will speak.
The Native American Center is designed to be a center for the Native American Studies 
program, an American Indian Student Services office and a gathering space for cultural events 
and other related campus programming.
The Montana Tribal Sunrise Ceremony takes place in conjunction with Homecoming 
week at UM.
The event is free and open to the public.
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